The real Hekla fissure (Heklugjfi) which is about 5.5 km long and splits the NE-SW running Hekla ridge lengthwise (Fig. 2) opens up in its entire length during major eruptions. This time it opened up only in the extreme SW. The first two craters opened up on the SSW-flank, on a line running S55"W-N55°E, at an elevation of about 800 m. The distance between them was about 0.5 km. A third crater, and by far the most productive during the tephra producing phase of the eruption, opened up a little later at an elevation of 780 m. It is on a fissure running nearly N-S, which gradually opened up to a length of 0.8 km. At 22:30 a fountain of lava, continuously uprushing and glowing to a height of at least 1 km, rose from the largest crater. The fountains from the other two were considerably lower.
